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Mission:  

 

The American Society of Mammalogists first established the Mammal Slide Library in 1977 to 

provide low-cost slides of mammals principally for educational purposes.  The name change to 

Mammal Images Library (MIL, ca. 2000) reflected the changes in ways that images of mammals 

are now stored and accessed, as digital images rather than as 35 mm slides.  The Mammal 

Images Library is a nonprofit educational program of the American Society of Mammalogists 

with the goal of providing images of mammals for use in education worldwide.  At the start of 

2015 the library contained 2691 digital images representing 28 of 29 mammalian orders, 136 of 

154 families, and 1256 of 5500+ species recognized in Wilson and Reeder (2005) and more 

recent authorities.  The images also represent all continents.  Images from the library have been 

used in more than 110,000 instances in 50+ countries.  In addition to optical projection for 

nonprofit instruction, many of the images may be employed (with permission) for other 

purposes, including commercial uses. 

 

Information Items: 

 

(1) The primary focus of the MIL Committee remains making images available to individual 

users and organizations.  The table below compares the number of images sent and other 

information for the past eleven years.  The numbers of images sent do not include those low-

resolution images downloaded directly from the library on the ASM website, of which we have 

no record. 

 

(2) The MIL collection consists both of images digitized from 35 mm slides (at a resolution of 

4000 dpi) and those taken originally as digital images of various resolutions.  A lower-resolution 

preview of each image of generally 660 x 440 pixels, suitable for some projection or web use, is 

available on the MIL web page (http://www.mammalogy.org/image-library) free of charge and 

without requiring permission.  A copy of the higher resolution image, with or without the label 

(layer), is available upon request for most of the library.  We usually charge a royalty fee of $50 

each for commercial usage but normally only a handling fee of $5 for each high resolution image 

sent for non-commercial purposes. 

 

(3) We added 689 new images to the MIL collection during 2015.  Among these are 3 families, 

27 genera, and 99 species new to the collection (see page 3).  In addition, we recognized some 

new taxa and lumped others, which brings the respective totals to 140, 694, and 1409.  These 

images include two genera and two species described new since Wilson and Reeder (2005). 

 

(4) Starting in 2012, we have provided mammal image postings on Mondays and Thursdays for 



ASM’s Facebook, Google+, and Twitter (search for #MondayMammal and #MammalTrivia on 

our social media accounts). 

 

(5) Since near the end of 2010, the taxonomy and nomenclature used in the library followed 

Wilson and Reeder, 2005, Mammal Species of the World, with more recent revisions mentioned 

as part of the description of the image.  During 2014, the Committee decided to bring the 

taxonomy and nomenclature of the library up to date, following more recent revisions.  Although 

making these changes will remain on-going, by the middle of 2015 all orders had been updated.  

Because most of the newer taxonomy consists of recognizing families, genera, and species 

formerly synonymized, these changes resulted in increasing the count of these taxa in the 

collection without actually adding new images. 

 

(6) At the end of 2015, the MIL collection lacked images of one order, 15 families, and ca. 75% 

of the 5500+ species (pages 4-8 below) recognized in Wilson and Reeder (2005) or later 

authorities.  We encourage all interested parties to consider contributing their high-quality 

images to the MIL.  Please review our holdings on the MIL web page 

(http://www.mammalogy.org/committees/mammal-images-library#tab3) to determine if some 

images from your personal collection could improve the scope and quality of the collection.  

Anyone interested in submitting images should contact the Committee Chair. 

 

(7) During 2015, James Ryan joined the Committee, and Matt Hopton, Ipek Kulahci, and Al 

Lackey left the Committee. 

 

(8) Since its inception, this Committee operated somewhat independently from the ASM Board 

of Directors, with a separate bank account.  During 2015, the Committee decided that it should 

operate as do other committees.  Accordingly, we closed the account and the business office 

effective at the end of 2015 and transferred all remaining funds to the Society.  That is why the 

account balance below shows a zero amount, even though we had net income.  Signed copies of 

the final business report were sent to the ASM Treasurer.  Future expenditures will be authorized 

by the Board of Directors.  The Committee thanks J. A. Lackey and State University of New 

York, Oswego from 1977 to 1986, D. Moore and Emporia State University from 1986 to 2001, 

and E. J. Finck and Fort Hays State University from 2001 through 2015 for supporting the 

Business Office of the Mammal Images Library Committee and for funding student labor 

support. 

 

Year Images 

Sent 

Gross 

Income 

Expenses Net 

Income 

End of 

year 

account 

balance 

2004 322 3045.40 2538.14 321.51 15,251.28 

2005 183 566.65 1352.13 -785.48 14,465.80 

2006 82 710.00 5975.59 -5265.59 9,200.21 

2007 86 0.00 2693.31 -2693.31 6,506.90 

2008 16 1280.00 1368.13 -88.13 6,418.77 

2009 31 1503.05 25.00 1478.05 7,896.82 



2010 18 469.00 0.00 469.00 8,365.82 

2011 30 159.00 1399.91 -1240.91 7124.91 

2012 19 108.00 239.36 -131.36 593.55 

2013 26 110.00 235.00 -125.00 468.55 

2014 91 969.55 702.53 267.02 735.57 

2015 70 113.04 0.00 113.04 0.00 

 

 



 
  



 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
Action Items: None. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

David G. Huckaby, Chair 

(dhuckaby@csulb.edu)  
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